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The Power of Pictures: From Charlemagne to Angela Merkel. Die
stellung von Macht in Bildern erfassen und analysieren (Klasse

Nach einer Idee von Andreas Hammer, Hennef

© picture-alliance/dpa

mir Putin?

Klassenstufe: 8-10
Dauer: 5 Stunden und LEK

Bereich: Herrscherdarstellungen als
historische Quellen, aneignen
von history skills

Wieso nennt man
Weshalb ist Napo

ren?

Kompetenzen:
H?FfSChaﬁSOfdpung — Bilder und Gemalde mit ihren
Miinzen, Gemalden jeweiligen Bildelementen beschreiben

> Schulerinnen und — die Symbolik von Herrschaftsbildern
2 rrschaftsikonografie.

entschlisseln
ndlegende Vokabular, . )
2u beschreiben, und setzen sich mit — die Aussagen von Herrschaftsikono-
auseinander, die man an ein Herr- grafie deuten
len muss. — eigene Fragen zu Herrschaftsbildern
entwickeln
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Medienhinweise

Internetseiten

http://www.mahagoni-magazin.de/malerei/hyacinthe-rigaud-portrait-ludwig-xiv-—
in-brokatgewittern-1701

Kurzer, sehr interessanter Artikel Gber Hyacinthe Rigauds Portrat Ludwigs XIV. Di
Mahagoni-Magazins bietet aul3erdem kurze Interpretationen zahlreicher andgrer Gem
Kunstwerke.

http://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/medien/bilder-in-geschichte-und-politik/Z3218/
herrscherbilder?p=2

Uberblicksdarstellung tiber Herrschaftsikonografie im Lauf der Gesclchte.

Verlaufsiibersicht zur Reihe

1. Stunde: In Roman tradition — Charlemagne
2. Stunde: Louis XIV - Pillar of the kingdom
3. Stunde: The emperor as a god? — Napoleo
4. Stunde: Always at work — Angela Merkel
5. Stunde: Method training — Question

Verlaufsiibersicht zu den Stunden

1. Stunde: In Roman tradition — Charle

Material Verlauf
M1

Ruler of Europe iten des Se erstandnisses Karls des GrofR3en und

Material

M 2 F | igren und Beschreiben des Gemaldes

M 3 3 & ten hilfreicher Formulierungen zur Beschreibung von
3. Stunde: 9 god?¥- Napoleon Bonaparte

Materjal

dener Bildintentionen

ys at work — Angela Merkel

Material erlauf

M 5 Mrs Merkel at work / Beschreiben und Vergleichen eines Fotos von der Home-
page des Bundeskanzleramts und eines Fotos von einer Abendveranstaltung;
Gegenuberstellen von Bildwirkung und -intention
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5. Stunde: Method training — Questions about a leader portrait

Material Verlauf

M6 How to “read” the portrait of a leader / Entwicklung eines Unt
rasters fiir Herrscherdarstellungen anhand einer selbst gewéhlte
lung

Materialiibersicht

Stunde 1: In Roman tradition — Charlemagne

M1 (Tx) Ruler of Europe — Charlemagne

Stunde 2: Louis XIV - Pillar of the kingdom

M 2 (Bi/Ab) Louis XIV of France —=The Sun Kj

M3 (Tx) How to turn a picture into a t

Stunde 3: The emperor as a god?

M 4 (Bi/Ab) Napoleon, the highest god?

Stunde 4: Always at work — A

M5 (Bi/Ab)
Stunde 5: Method trai . about a leader portrait
M 6 (Ab)

Lernerfolgskontr
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M 3 How to turn a picture into a text

To interpret a picture, you have to first describe it exactly. The following phrases can h

at the fop

on the
left-hand side

in the lower
left-hand corner

To the right of: rechts von < to the left of: links van
in front of: vor <> behind: hinter
next to: neben

between: zwischen

above, there is/are ...: darlber ist/sind ... & w, there is/are ...: darunter ist/sind ...

Remember to use the progressive

Yy Example: Amanis

In the next step, the interpretation, y ttention to the following aspects:
— the possible meaning of colou
— symbols

- facial expre

— body languag

or describing and interpreting the painting of Louis XIV:
hohe Absatze: high heels

Saule: pillar

Hermelinpelz: ermine fur

jmdm. etw. vermitteln: to convey sth. to so.

2 Person: the depicted person | Die Person sieht den Betrachter direkt an.:
The person is looking directly at the viewer.

Die Person wirkt selbstsicher/machtig/ Die Person steht aufrecht.:The person is
einschuchternd.:The person seems confident/ | standing upright.
powerful/intimidating.
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M4 Napoleon, the highest god?

Unfortunately, this picture is damaged. Please put it back together!
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Tasks
1. Cut out the pieces of the puzzle and put the painting together.

2. Fill in the gaps in the text with the words in the box.

halo' - “Hand of Justice” — Jupiter? — laurel® crown — symbols of power — eagl

In the painting from 1806, Napoleon is depicted as

upright on his throne. The back of the throne reminds one of a

around his head. On the arm rests there are two ivory spheres* whj

the tradition of Charlemagne, various

are shown: the

of the Roman generals and emperors, and also the
Roman legions (shown on the carpet). For his coron restored or replicated®

Charlemagne’s sword, sceptre (in Napoleon’sright hfind) and the

(in his left hand). It the emperor’s judicial®

power. On the carpet, one sees the astrol signs, which w traditionally connected

with

3. Work with a partner: Compare the dep with Louis XIV in a table. What

similarities and differences can you find?

ler

Louis XIV Napoleon

re impresses you the most? Give reasons for your answer.

1 halo: Heiligenschein — 2 Jupiter: the highest god of the Romans, patron god of the Roman state. As an
all-seeing god of the heavens, he was the defender of justice and faith. — 3 laurel: Lorbeer — 4 sphere: Kugel -
5 to replicate: to copy - 6 judicial: richterlich
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M5 The Chancellor: Angela Merkel

Portraits of leaders exist in our time as well. Every portrait makes a statement about t er
shown. We see this here, in the case of the German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

© picture-alliance/dpa

© Laurence Chaperon

In front of the Chancellor’s office

Vocabulary for describing the picture

eit ausgeschnittenes Kleid

Halskette: necklace — Strahnen: highlights — a low-cu
i Schultertuch, Schal: shawl

— Mittelscheitel: centre parting — Seitens

Tasks
1. Compare the photos by filling i ou may use a dictionary.

Photos of Chancellor Angela Mer

In front of the

ncellor’s office | In front of the Oslo Opera House

Place

Hair style

Clothing

Jewell

2. What message about Angela Merkel do the two pictures give? Give detailed reasons.

3. Explain why it has become more difficult for politicians in recent years to create a certain
public image of themselves.
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Test: Can you decode the message of the pictures?

The following photographs show the Russian President Vladimir Putin and the US Si
Barack Obama on holiday. Both were taken by press photographers and are authoris otos.

Steigblgel: stirrup

Putin in 2007 during
his holiday in Siberia

Obama with his daughter during their holiday in Hawai
Tasks \

© picture-alliance/AP Photo

iin January 2015

1. Carefully look at the photographs and describe the scenes in detail.
2. Explain why Putin and Obama wanted someone to take photos of them on holiday.

3. Explain the impression that the photos should convey.
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