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R.15
Literature — Short stories, fables and fairy tales

Ch. N. Adichie: “The Thing Around Your Neck” — Analysin
short story

Xenia Riedl

our Neck”. Sie untersucht Nigerias gesellschaftliche
wanderung, den amerikanischen Traum und kulturelle

Situation,
Auseinand

etenz und Kommunikations- und Recherchefdhigkeiten, wahrend
dstandnis und ihre Medienkompetenz ausbauen.
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COMPETENCES

Competences: 1. Reading: understanding literary texts and a
their linguistic and stylistic features; 2. Speak

Methods: discussion, listening/viewing co
reading comprehension, researc
(creative) writing

Themes: analysis of a short story,
immigration, the American
modern Nigerian lite e

Facts

Nigeria is famous for its diverse lite s the country’s cultural heritage,

complex history and social reality. Amo e many authors of Nigerian descent, three
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names are often mentioned: gipi
Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyifa hd aeted for the title of being “the greatest African
writer”. Achebe (1930-2013),

ie began to study medicine and pharmacy in Nigeria, but then moved

to concentrate on writing. Her first novel, “Purple Hibiscus”, about a girl growing
egrating family was nominated for the Booker Prize in 2004 and won her instant

recognition. The first sentence of the novel (“Things started to fall apart at home.”) is an
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intentional allusion and tribute to Adichie’s idol Chinua Achebe. “Half of a Yellow Sun”

from Lagos/Nigeria, who wins a green card in the Americ

to realise the American Dream, for herself and for her,

means “give-and-take” and is confronted with theark sides of im t life in the USA:

fellow students at college, who treat her like an abusive “uncle”, a badly

paid job in a restaurant in the middle of no e, anonymity andfoneliness, and finally an

American boyfriend who tries hard, but cannot re under her. So, when a letter from
her mother tells Akunna about her fa s to return to Nigeria.
Like all Adichie’s works, “The Thing Arou

Apart from the central plot, little episodes depi

ur Neck” shows her talent as a storyteller.

unna’s former life in Nigeria and her
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Notes on the material

The teaching unit aims at

+ introducing students to one of the most prominent voices of African liter,

« confronting students with a critical view on American/European attitudes an
from an African perspective;

+ making students aware of the importance of informed judgment
one-sided, preconceived opinions;

+ encouraging students to reconsider their views and discuss t

Tasks relating to Adichie’s story “The Thing Around Your Neck”
analysis of the short story is supplemented by additional
of the story and recent developments in Nigerian litera

Topic 1introduces students to the country of Nigeria 2l i ituation. M 1 shows three

diversity, religion, economy and current politic . is background information,
they define the push and pull facto igeria to the USA and Europe.

Topic 2 deals with central aspects of t ort story. In preparation for reading the text
(M 2), students activate the
students step by step throug 3 e story, which shows Akunna’s hope and
her disillusionment with the A

to check students’ ug andi ge characters’ motives and an analysis of the narrative

kunna and her boss Juan. Further tasks include writing a profile of
alyd composing a diary entry describing the first date from Akunna’s
plores how cultural and social differences strain the relationship, leading
conflict between the young people. A topic web helps students to get an overview
nt aspects of cultural diversity. In groups, they analyse four episodes from the

text, whichTlustrate the culture clash between Akunna and her boyfriend: “The story of the
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car accident”, “African food”, “The girlfriend in Shanghai” and “Mystifying presents”. Fi

ending, an epilogue, to the story.

Topic 3 introduces students to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and

TED talk “The Danger of a Single Story” (M 7). Adichie’

“single story” about Africa, clearly shows the proble

of an article from Deutsche Welle in German, whi velopments in Nigerian
English-speaking group
about this text and write a summarising English "Qgsion. ion to the mediation task,
the information given in the text can urther activities, like research on
the Nigerian authors mentioned in the te the study/presentation of one of their short

stories.

Useful websites

" /countnes/mqerla population
rq/en/countru/mqena/overwew

B -ooker prize-and- beuond
ww.ayobamiadebayo.com/about-ayobami/
ww.larimah.com/

[last accesses: 08/05/2024]
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https://www.britannica.com/place/Nigeria
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/nigeria-population
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/nigeria/overview
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/nigeria
https://www.chimamanda.com/
https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/features/the-four-generations-nigerian-literature-the-booker-prize-and-beyond
https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/features/the-four-generations-nigerian-literature-the-booker-prize-and-beyond
http://www.ayobamiadebayo.com/about-ayobami/
https://www.larimah.com/
https://www.theonlytemioh.com/
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Overview

Topic 2: Ch. N. Adichie: “The Thing Around Your Neck”

M2 Ch. N. Adichie: “The Thing Around Your
M3 Worksheet — Immigrant life in the

M4 Worksheet — A different type of Afferican?
M5 Worksheet — Cultural and social flifferenc

M6 Worksheet — The end of the relat

Topic 3: Nigerian literature

m7 Worksheet — Ch. N. Adichie:
M8 Worksheet iation

Danger of a Single Story”
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Topic 1: From Nigeria to the USA
M1 Worksheet — Discovering Nigeria
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Topic 1: From Nigeria to the USA

Worksheet — Discovering Nigeria

These three photos capture the spirit of Lagos — Nigeria’s megacity.

——

=
e
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Working with the pictures

@ 3. Describe the pictures from Lagos, an A
Imagine what life is like iga2

city of more than 20 million inhabitants.
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Research

information you have learned about Nigeria, identify reasons why people
might choose to leave for the USA or Europe. Consider push and pull factors.
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Topic 2: “The Thing Around Your Neck” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Short story: “The Thing Around Your Neck”

You thought everybody in America had a car and a gun; your uncles
aunts and cousins thought so, too. Right after you won the
lottery, they told you: In a month, you will have a big car. S§0
But don’t buy a gun like those Americans.

5 They trooped into the room in Lagos where you lived
mother and three siblings, leaning against the unpai
there weren’t enough chairs to go round, to say good
and tell you with lowered voices what they wantgd yo

10 wanted were minor — handbags and shoes and pe
said okay, no problem.
Your uncle in America, who had putint
members for the American visa lottery,
you got on your feet. He picked you
15 hot dog with yellow mustard that
he said with a laugh. He lived in a small

»

Maine, in a thirty-

g year-old house by a lake. He t mpany he worked for had

o offered him a few thousand e salary plus stock options

2 because they were desperately tryi look diverse. They included a photo

© 20 ofhim in every brochuggeven those t d nothing to do with his unit.
He laughed and said th& @oood, wak worth living in an all-white town
even though his wife had tr to find a hair salon that did black

hair. The trick was to und 3 ica, to know that America was give-
ou gained a lot, too.

25
agfommunity college, where the girls had thick
&1l polish, and self-tanner that made them look
here you learned to speak English and if you had real
fyou'd seen a car before you came to America.

he tolayou how the neighbors said, a few months after he moved into
use, that the squirrels had started to disappear. They had heard that
ate all kinds of wild animals.

ed with your uncle and you felt at home in his house; his wife
called you nwanne, sister, and his two school-age children called you Aunty.
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Worksheet - Immigrant life in the USA M3

Pre-reading activity

1. Explain your understanding of the American Dream.

Reading comprehension

2. Read the first paragraph of “The Thing Around Your Neck". An
perspective. Show how the author attracts the reader’s

e) Akunna can migrate to the USA because ...
f) Her Nigerian relatives ask her to send pres

j)  Butthen the young woman leaves becaus
k) In Connecticut, she cannot go
) Akunnadoes not write letterS't
4. Sum up the differences between the Nig
while living in Connecticu

arents
and American way of life Akunna notices @
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Working with the lang

images describ
Connecticut (LL. 10
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Topic 3: Nigerian Literature

Worksheet — Ch. Adichie: “The Danger of a
Single Story”

Pre-viewing task

1

FEMINIST STORYTELLER:

ANDA
NGOZI ADICHI

WHEN MOTHERS
LOSE CUSTODY

Look at the cover photo of the women’s magazine
Ms., which shows Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.
Describe how she is presented, and which aspects
of her personality are highlighted.

Working with the video

2.

In 2009, Ch. N. Adichie held a famous s
Design) conference where experts fro
every year. Look at the gap text and listen to
a single story of what books are % i

logy, Entertainment,
resent innovative ideas

Chimamanda ichi reader. As a small

child, s and

oks. When she began to write stories, all her characters were

and had . She was convinced that

ad to have in them. Only later, she discovered African

e not many of them and they were not

ButQese books told her different stories, so she realised that African girls could also

in literature.
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